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WYKABOR DB 
4X GLYCOL-BORATE 

WOOD PRESERVATIVE 
AND MASONRY BIOCIDE 

 
Special Properties 
 
•  One hour re-entry approved (HSE). 
• 4X concentrate, less packaging waste. 
• Low odour, low hazard. 
• Non-flammable. 
• Versatile in use, woodworm, dry rot etc. 
• Highly effective ‘boron’ performance . 
 
Wykabor DB  is a 34% w/w (410 g/litre) glycolborate 
formulation based on disodium octaborate tetrahydrate 
(10% w/w on dilution).  It is specially formulated to give 
free-flowing characteristics and spontaneous mixing on 
dilution with water.  Based solely on inorganic ‘boron’ 
Wykabor DB is unclassified with respect to CHIP 
Regulations (‘non-hazardous’). 
Approved for use as directed under the Control of 
Pesticides Regulations 1986 (HSE No. 7569).  Treated 
areas may be re-occupied only one hour after 
treatment as long as surfaces are dry. 
 
Disodium octoborate is an effective insecticide and 
fungicide and is suitable for a wide range of 
applications including the treatment of Anobium 
punctatum (common furniture beetle) and Xestobium 
rufovillosum (deathwatch beetle)  together with the 
prevention and control of wet rots and dry fungi (timber 
and masonry).  In all cases on fungal decay careful 
attention should be paid to the need for removing 
sources of moisture (e.g. penetrating/rising damp, 
condensation).  However, careful use of Wykabor DB  
in conjunction with other products in the Wykabor 
range may allow timbers which are relative 
inaccessible and likely to remain damp over long 
periods of time to be protected in situ. 
 
 
 
 

SITE WORK 
 
PREPARATION 
 
All bats are protected under The Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981.  Before treating any structure 
used by bats, consult English Nature, Scottish National 
Heritage,The Countryside Council for Wales or The 
Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland. 
 

a) Insect Infestations 
 
Ensure that all timbers to be treated are adequately 
exposed and cleaned, (vacuum cleaning preferred).  
Any paint or varnish finishes or any severely 
damaged sapwood edges of timbers (‘frass’) should 
be removed prior to treatment. 
 
Remove thermal insulation in roof spaces (or roll up 
and completely cover) and do not reinstate until the 
timbers are dry.  Cover fitted insulation (lagging on 
pipes) with polythene and cover water storage tanks 
with heavy grade polythene to be left in-situ after 
treatment.  Isolate electrical circuits in the treatment 
area during treatment and until surfaces are dry and 
ensure that junction boxes etc. are adequately 
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protected against the ingress of the fluid.  Remove 
or cover all food stuffs before application as well 
as fish tanks/bowls.  Do not apply to surfaces on 
which food is prepared or stored.  
Where applicable, notify occupants of adjoining 
properties before treatments commence.  Display 
Safety Notices conspicuously during treatment and 
leave on site after treatment for at least 1 hour.  
Notices should highlight the need for timbers to be 
dry before re-entry by unprotected persons. 
 
b) Fungal Decay – Wet Rot/Dry Rot 
 
As  (a) above plus – locate and rectify the source 
of dampness.  Cut out all structurally unsound 
timbers and make repairs isolating timbers where 
possible from damp masonry etc. and ensuring 
adequate ventilation.  For treatments of decayed 
timbers in-situ see the Wykabor 40 Technical Data 
Sheet. 
 
c) Masonry Treatments – Dry Rot 
 
The ability of Dry Rot (Serpula lacrymans) to 
spread through masonry/concrete structures may 
necessitate the treatment of infected walls/floors.  
Expose the full extent of the outbreak and remove 
all mycelium and timbers from the area except 
where in-situ treatments with Wykabor 40 are 
proposed. 

 
APPLICATION 
 
Wykabor DB  is supplied in 6 litre packs to make 25 
litres of final solution.  In a clean labelled drum add the 
concentrate to 10 litres of water and agitate gently to 
disperse.  Add 4 litres of water to the concentrate 
container, shake and add the rinsings to the drum.  
Repeat twice more before finally topping –up to the 25 
litre mark.  The concentrate label should be removed 
or obscured before disposal of the container 
(Controlled waste). 
 
Wear suitable protective clothing (coveralls), synthetic 
rubber/PVC gloves and face protection.  Wykabor DB  
can be applied to timbers by brush or coarse spray 
(low pressure; 210-350 kPa, 30-50 lbs/in²) or by 
immersion (minimum 3 minute dip) to achieve the 
coverages noted below (Product Data).  During spray 
application some respiratory/face protection may be 
required. 
For masonry dry rot treatments, walls of 115mm can 
be treated by surface brush or spray (230mm walls 
from both sides) whereas thicker walls may also need 
to be drilled (12-16mm) at intervals of c. 230mm 
(targeting the mortar joints) to facilitate low pressure 
injection or gravity irrigation treatments to the centre of 
the wall. 
 
In the case of timber sub-floor areas, the base of the 

structural walls, sleeper walls and oversite (solum) 
should be treated with Wykabor DB.   If dry rot mycelium 
has spread beneath a concrete floor or into subsoil it 
should be excavated and replace following a surface 
treatment with Wykabor DB. 
 
Provide adequate ventilation following treatments and 
maintain as long as possible after re-occupation. 
 
FINISHING 
 
As long as timbers are dry, re-occupation can take place 
1 hour after treatments are completed.  Floor coverings 
should not be laid for at least 72 hours (or longer for 
certain impermeable or other floor materials, e.g. vinyls, 
foam-backed carpets etc.).  In all cases, use lining 
papers to protect coverings from direct contact with 
timbers. 
Treated timbers can be overcoated when dry with a 
range of decorative and/or protective paints etc. (to 
ensure compatibility check a small area first). 
Replastering  of masonry surfaces can normally proceed 
within 48 hours of treatment (see Wykamol Replastering 
Specification) although in general it is advisable to allow 
maximum ventilation and drying of the walls for as long 
as possible before re-instatement. 
 
PRODUCT DATA 
 
Appearance Clear gel 
Pack Size 6 litres (25 litres diluted) 
Shelf life At least 12 months (diluted solution may 

be retained for later use for up to 4 
weeks). 

Storage Frost-free conditions (viscosity may 
increase below 10
C) 

Coverage 1 litre per 3-4m² (timber) 
1 litre per 2-4 m² (masonry) 
10 litres per m³ (masonry) 

Safety Wykabor DB is not classified as 
hazardous.  However, please note that 
HSE Approvals for wood preservatives 
are conditional on compliance with 
‘Statutory Conditions of Use’ imposed 
under the Control of Pesticides 
Regulations 1986. 
For Professional use only.  Read the 
Product label.  Use Pesticides Safely. 

 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
 
The Wykamol Group are committed to excellence in 
product design and manufacture and the information 
provided in this data sheet is intended to guide 
professional contractors and specifiers in the appropriate 
use of Wykabor DB to ensure a successful outcome.  If 
any further advice is required please consult out 
Technical Department. 
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