
Giraffe Zone  
 
Capital of Niger  

The Last Giraffes of West Africa  
100 years ago giraffes roamed as far as Senegal and 

Mauritania in their hundreds. By 1996 because of hunting, 

poaching and the expansion of cultivated areas there were 

only 41 giraffes left in the area of the North Dallol Bosso and 

Kour®, about 60kms east of Niamey, Nigerôs capital.  

The encroaching of desert, the land clearing linked with 
agriculture and the increasing of poaching progressively 
confine the giraffe to the south of the country  

The giraffes found refuge in one of the more populated areas 
of Niger, living amongst three ethnic groups, the Zarmas, the 
Peuls and the Bellas, (with a human population of 75,000).  
The giraffes live in direct contact with the villagers and their 
cattle.   

Since 2004 South Lakes Wild Animal Park through our 
conservation charity the Wildlife Protection Foundation 
supports the ASGN which are now alone to take care of these 
emblematic animals.  



Surveillance of the Zone  

¶ Supporting park ranger patrols  

¶ Research to find alternatives to the cutting of illegal    
wood  

¶ Creation and installation of means of identifying,  
the presence of the giraffe.  

Restoration of the habitat  

¶ Plant of types of acacia:  

¶ To restore the bush  
- to improve the field yields (better 
fertilization)  
- for domestic feed  

"Food for Work"  only 3% of Niger is suitable for 
growing crops and the local community are encouraged 
to plant trees on useless areas in exchange for seeds  
The new trees (Acacia) provide food for the giraffes.  

Results 2008:  37.5 hectares recovered  on the plateaus 
of Kouré  

Ecotourism:   

Support to the Association for the 
Development of the Ecotourism to Niger 
(AVEN) :   
- including the employment of guides and 
production of leaflets for the region   
- equipment provision (uniforms )  

 

 

Looking after the habitat  



 

The objective is to support activities in 
towns and villages which will generate 
income:  

Groups of women or men can apply to 
borrow money for a determined length.   

Typical activities applied for:  
- amounts to begin a sheep farm  
- amounts to start a small business 
(condiment purchase, manufacture of food 
oil, sale of tarts and of doughnutsé)  
 

2008 Results:  
38 Group of women and 2 Groups of men. 
795 women and 20 men 
19 villages involved 
31,824 úuros of credits given out altogether 

 

Micro-credits seeds and fertilizer:  
- To Increase the production of corn  
- To ensure food is economical & available 

Typical activities applied for:  

- purchase of seeds to farm, the products of 
which then are sold at market.  (typical 
seeds tomatoes, squashes, eggplants, 
carrots, cabbages, potatoes, onions)  
- fertilizers at the beginning of rain season 
to stimulate the culture of the corn.   

2008 Results:  
714 women and 270 men  
22 towns participating  
15,616 úuros given out altogether 

Micro -credits in the villages  


