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The report covers the 2009 activities.   

¶ The ASGN is a national Association created in 1994 in Niamey.  For fifteen years, the ASGN has worked 

for the conservation of the last giraffes of the Africa of the west and the development of the "giraffe zone ".   

¶ The associations activities cover 4 rural towns, grouping together 106 towns,  (where the main 

concentration of giraffes are found)  

¶ ASGN activities include:  

¶ scientific study of giraffes  

¶ development of income generating activities   

¶ Improving of the production and maintenance of agriculture  

¶ installing  community infrastructures,  

¶ reinforcement of the technical capacities of the communities,  

¶ sanitary support (fresh water wells) and of installation and habitat management.  

¶ The ASGN also intervenes in the zone of Ayorou, to contribute to the conservation of the 
hippopotamus.   

 

AIMS & MAIN PROBLEMS:  

The aims of the ASGN is to develop and spread its activities to other  giraffe areas.    The association also aims to 

improve everyday living conditions of the communities of the "giraffe zone "  so Man and Giraffe can live 

together sustainably.  

Living together is not easy and the giraffes remain threatened by the competition for the natural resources, such 

as the forest trees  - of which they consume the leaves and of which the men sell and use wood.  Other conflicts 

are born when giraffes nourish themselves in the fields and on the fruit trees of the farmers.   

The destiny of the last giraffes of  West Africa is always going to be linked to that of man.  

 



Geographical cover:  
With a central office based in Niger the Association has access to six posts, throughout the giraffe zone, where 

the land agents (coordinators) are based.  The land agents are responsible for activities which will bring about the 

change of behaviour of the populations, to sensitize them for the conservation of the giraffes and local 

development.   

 

 

 

Manpower:  of the ASGN present themselves as follows:   

 The technical Personnel:         The Personnel  support:      

  A coordinator, administrative      A driver  

  A person in charge of projects      students and trainees  

  A scientific person in  charge      A cook  

  Six agents of land (Coordinators)      volunteers 

  Two wise women  

 

President : Khalid Ikhiri - Coordinator and treasurer : Omer Dovi  In charge of projects:  : Kailou Moussa - In 
charge of coordinators: Oumarou Issaka  Scientific person in charge: Jean-Patrick Suraud (not present )   Coordina-

tors : Omar Hassan Magagi, Soumaila Hassan, Dieudonne Hamadou Cheffou,Soumana Zodi, Moussa Doudou 
Amadi, Hama Oumarou - Women  : Liliane Ayassou et Aichatou Nabassoua - Driver : Boubacar Ibrahim 

Table1:  Distribution of posts of the land agents in the zone  

Rural Community   Number of posts Number of villages 

covered  

Population effected  

Koure 2 22  

Fakara 1 8  

Harikanassou 2 14  

bΩDƻƴƎŀ 1 8  

Total 6 52 82,000 

Material resources:     

¶ A local base in Niamey with 2 offices, 1 room and bathroom, 1 kitchen  

¶ 4 computers, Internet connection, a copy printer and scanner 

¶ a vehicle 4*4 Land Cruiser  

¶ 6 bikes owned by the coordinators but maintained by the Association  

¶ 2  Cameras and two GPS  units.  



Census:  
For the 5th year the annual census took place during the rainy season (july-aug)  when the giraffes are 
concentrated on the plateau of Koure & Fandou.    

2009 census results: 

 

 

 
 

 Adults Sub-adults Young Babies Total 

counted 

TOTAL  

Estimated  

Males 38 19 17 6 80  

Females 70 14 13 8 105  

Total 108 33 30 14 185  

 188 220 + 3 babies sex undetermined  

A page from the census:   
Every giraffe has a unique pattern, 

individuals are photographed and an 

identification album built.     

Over 45 days 188 giraffes were recorded�³  the lowest since 
2005 (193 in 2008).    

Only 80% of giraffes seen in 2008 were found again in 2009 
whilst previously between 95 -97% are normally reseen�³
partially attributed to giraffes wandering further and further  
for food.  

Analyzing the statistics and survival rates since 2005 the total 

population of giraffes in 2009, is  about 220 individuals.  The 

giraffe population continues therefore to strengthen itself 

very quickly at a rate of about 10%.   

Between 2008 and 2009, at least 11 giraffes are dead.  The 

same  

number as recorded between 2005-2008 but the majority of 

causes can be attributed to natural causes, with 4 a result of  

car accidents,  

Genetics: 

THE genetic sampling of the population began this year with the 

first  biopsies.  This is the only population of wild giraffes where a 

study  like this can be done as they are not afraid of man�³ they are  

not hunted and have shared in harmony their habitat with man  

for more than 10 years.  

The objective for 2010 is to sample 80% of the population and  

study paternity and the successful breeding of individuals.   This 

genetic study would also allow the choosing of better founders if 

translocation became an option.   
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spectives of research.  For example, the genetic study coupled to a study of the structure of the groups will bring no-

tably a new lighting in the comprehension of the dynamics of the flocks of giraffes.  Is it existing a link between the 

composition of the group and genetic proximity?  Otherwise says, the individuals that have a strong degree of kin-

ship tend to remain together, or to avoid itself?   


