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In 1981 a gentleman names Norman Reeve died of canc er. His wife Pauline was a Keep 
Fit leader and she and her class decided to put on a Keep Fit Display at FORUM28 to 
raise some money to buy something in memory of Norm an. They put on two shows 
and raised over £700, another keep fit leader also put on a show and raised £300.They 
thought about putting it towards a CAT Scanner (the  North Western District of the Keep 
Fit Association had supported the Pat Seed CAT Scan ner appeal) so they approached 
the South Cumbria Area Health Authority and they sa id that they didn't want one, so 
back to the drawing board of what to do with this £ 1000.  Somebody had heard of a 
GAMMA Camera in operation at Blackpool Victoria Hos pital and they went along to get 
more information' and they liked what they saw. So back to S.C.A.H. Authority with the 
idea, this time they were very keen and even alloca ted a room at the new F.G.H. for it to 
be located. The Gamma Camera was going to cost in t he region of £300,000, this 
covered the Camera itself, staff training and runni ng costs for 5 years. At the end of 5 
years HEFF had a say of what to do with any money l eft. It actually went towards the 
CT Scanner, which is in operation to day.  
 
As this in those days was a considerable sum of mon ey it was suggested that a Charity 
be formed. With the help of a Mr. Brian Turton and Townsend's Solicitors a Deed of 
Covenant was drawn up and was registered with the C harity Commissioners on the 
31st January 1983. Brian Turton becoming the first Chairman. 
 
The first committee consisted of 14 members of the local Keep Fit Association and four 
Trustees.  They went all over the area talking to m any groups and organisations to get  
them motivated into helping us to raise the money f or the CT Scanner and in actual 
fact it only took 3 years from the start of the app eal to reach the target and buy and 
present the Gamma Camera.  Of course in those days there wasn't the Hospice or the 
Oncology Appeal or the MacMillan Nurses to take peo ples mind off our appeal, and 
there is no doubt in our minds that the people of B arrow, Ulverston, Dalton, Millom, 
Coniston and the surrounding areas are very support ive of all things concerned with 
the well being of the Hospital and of people who ar e in need of help. I am often asked 
“Why is there any need for people like you to raise  money for the Hospital when we 
pay so much National Insurance?"  My response to th at is for them to take a walk down 
Church Street towards St. George's Church and at th e flats opposite where North 
Lonsdale Hospital was look up at the wall. At about  the second floor level you will see 
tiles with the words "Erected by Public Subscriptio n", that is where I think there was a 
hospital before North Lonsdale was built, so you ca n see people have been doing this 
sort of thing for a very long time. 
 
It is now over 10 years since we opened a shop in t he Mall, it was leased by a local 
businessman who let us use the premises if we paid the Rates and Electricity bills. We 
were there about 4 years then somebody from down Lo ndon way bought the lease and 
wanted to charge us about £9,000 rent per year. NO WAY, we couldn't afford that so we 
looked around for other premises (incidentally that  shop has been empty ever since we 
left it and it is now home to a lot of stray pigeon s) and we opened up in Willie Horne's 
shop at 7 Cavendish Street, and we had the same arr angement with Bessie Horne that 
we pay the Rates and Electricity.  We were there ab out 18 months when Bessie found a 
rent-paying tenant. We moved to our present shop in  November 1997, we pay 
Ladbrokes's a rent but our then Chairlady negotiate d a below market value rent. In 
actual fact I think that they would have to spend a  lot of money on the shop if they 
were ever to get somebody to pay the going rate. 
 
We are open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday f rom 10-00am. to 3-15pm. Most 
of us are OAP's and give our time freely; we do not  take any expenses for petrol, bus 
fares, postages and telephone, that's our choice an d our contribution to the Charity. All 



items we sell are given to us, and we have the phil osophy that we do not put a high 
charge on items, the quicker we sell things the bet ter for us.  Mostly we sell clothing, 
but we are also given bric a brac, toys, small item s of furniture and books. We will 
collect items and sometimes deliver them.  Besides the Shop we run Dances, Spring & 
Christmas Fayre's in the foyer of FGH, we have had in the past Bottle Tombola’s at 
Ulverston & Dalton Carnival Parades. 
 
I became Treasurer on the 1st April 1987 when the o riginal Treasurer left Barrow to 
take a new job and Renée asked me if I would take o ver. I have enjoyed those 17 years 
and hope to carry on for some time. 
 
The Committee meets monthly in the Seminar room at FGH where any requests for 
equipment are discussed and more often than not the  department concerned come and 
give us a talk on why they want the equipment and w hy the Trust cannot provide it. 
 
Since 1987 we have provided over £683,000 worth of equipment to the local Hospitals 
and we are very proud of the work we do.  Raymond i s pictured front right. 
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Back row ( l to r ) 
Tom Postlthwaite(Trustee), Judith Pearson, Sheila S tansfiels, Barbara Bryant,  
Joan Robertshaw, Helen Dixon, Dereck Grundill(Trust ee), Kath Stagg, Elizabeth 
Gawne, Anna Harvey 
  
Seated ( l to r ) 
Brian Turton(Trustee), Renee Roddie(Vice-Chair), Jo hn Dixon(Chairman), 
Pauline Reeve(Secretary), Raymond Roddie(Treasurer)  


